
 

 

Easter Vigil 
 

Saint Peter Cathedral      
Erie, Pennsylvania 
April 16, 2022 





Most Rev. Lawrence T. Persico J.C.I. 
Bishop of Erie, Pennsylvania 



The Blessing of the Fire and Preparation of the Candle 
*     *     * 

(Lucernarium) 

 
 

FIRST PART: THE SOLEMN BEGINNING OF THE VIGIL 



Procession 

The Easter Proclamation (Exsultet) 

 



*     *     * 

First Reading 

Responsorial Psalm: (cantor/all) Psalm 104 
Proulx 

After each reading, the reader says, “The word of the Lord,” and all respond: 

  Thanks be to God. 

Genesis 1: 1-2:2 
God created the world and saw how good it was.                                    
God looked at everything and found it very good. 

Prayer: (please stand) 

*     *     * 

The Readings can be found in your Red Worship Hymnal #824 

 
 

SECOND PART: THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 



Second Reading 

Israel passed through the Red Sea unharmed.                                                                         
As for the Egyptians, their horses and chariots were tossed into the sea. 

Exodus 14: 15-15: 1 

Third Reading 

The Lord will pour clean water over the people and give them a new heart. 

Ezekiel 36: 16-17a, 18-28 

Responsorial Psalm: (cantor/all) Exodus 15 
Gelineau 

Responsorial Psalm: (cantor/all) Psalm 42 
Alstott 

*     *     * 

Prayer: (please stand) 

Prayer: (please stand) 





Prayer 

Epistle Romans 6: 3-11 

Christ’s death is death to sin once and for all, and his life is life for God.                         
We are dead to sin and living for God in Christ. 



Responsorial Psalm/Alleluia: (cantor/all) Victory 
Palestrina/Rossi 

Vs. 1:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,                                            
for his mercy endures forever.                                                                       

Let the house of Israel say,                                                                            
“His mercy endures forever.” 

(all repeat refrain) 
     

Vs. 2: “The right hand of the Lord has struck with power;                        
The right hand of the Lord is exalted.                                                               

I shall not die, but live,                                                                                    
and declare the works of the Lord.”   

(all repeat refrain) 
 

Vs. 3: The stone which the builders rejected                                                 
has become the cornerstone.                                                                          

By the Lord has this been done;                                                                         
it is wonderful in our eyes. 

(all repeat refrain) 



Gospel Reading 

Homily 

Before the Gospel, the Priest/Deacon says, “The Lord be with you,” and all respond: 

      And with your spirit. 

 

Before Priest/Deacon says, “A reading from the Holy Gospel according to N”.,  

and all respond:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

After the Gospel reading, the Priest/Deacon says, “The Gospel of the Lord,” 

and all respond:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Mark 16: 1-7 

*     *     * 

 
 

THIRD PART: BAPTISMAL LITURGY 

 

(please stand) 



Litany of Saints 
 





Blessing of Baptismal Water 

Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith 

Baptism 



Anointing After Baptism 

Clothing with a Baptismal Garment 

Presentation of a Lighted Candle 



The Renewal of Baptismal Promises 



CELEBRATION OF RECEPTION 

CELEBRATION OF CONFIRMATION 



O Sons and Daughters 
Plainchant/arr. By Davies 

Choral Anthem 

Preparation of the Gifts 

The Priest prays  “… that the sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the  

almighty Father, “ and all respond: 
 

  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
  for the praise and glory of his name,  
  for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

Prayer over the Gifts 

The Priest says the prayer over the gifts, following this, the people respond:  

  Amen 

The Eucharistic Prayer/Preface 

The Eucharistic Prayer begins with a dialogue between the Priest and the assembly. 

 

Priest: The Lord be with you.  All: And with your spirit. 

Priest: Lift up your hearts.  All: We Lift them up to the Lord. 

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  All: It is right and just.  

*     *     * 

 
 

FOURTH PART: THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 



Holy, Holy, Holy: (sung by all) 

The Mystery of Faith: (sung by all) 

Richard R Rossi 

Rossi 



 

After the Priest says, “Behold the Lamb of God,…  called to the supper of the Lamb.” 
the people respond:  
 

  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
  But only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

The Lord’s Prayer: (recite together) 
Sign of Peace: After the Priest says, “The peace of the Lord be with you always,” 
and all respond: 

  And with your spirit. 

Great Amen: (sung by all) 
Rossi 

Lamb of God: (sung by all) 
Rossi 



Communion Hymn: (sung by all) Festival Canticle 
Hillert 

Communion Choral Anthem Händel  

“Hallelujah Chorus” from Messiah 

*     *     * 



CONCLUDING RITE 

Closing Hymn: (sung by all) Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
Easter Hymn 

Final Blessing 

 
 

CONCLUDING RITE 

Organ Postlude: Widor Toccata  



Easter Sunday Mass Schedule 
6:30, 8:30 and 11:00AM 

 

All music reprinted with permission under One License.net #A-736017 
Bishop’s photos courtesy of Mark Fainstein 

 

Catechumen 
Ella Jones 

Candidates 
Dina Moore 

Michelle Vitale 



 

Clergy  
 

Very Rev. Michael P Ferrick, V.F., Rector 
 

Very Rev. Nicholas J. Rouch, S.T.D., E.V., in Residence 
 

Rev. David Renne, in Residence 
 

Very Rev. Jason Mitchell, V.F., Gannon University  
 

Deacon Jeffrey Swanson, Deacon Assistant 
 

Deacon Ray Sobina, Deacon Assistant 
 

Rev. Christopher  J. Singer, J.C.L., Chancellor & 
Master of Ceremonies 



 

Our deepest gratitude to all who played a special role in 
the Easter Celebrations including our bishop, 

priests ,deacons and staff of St. Peter Cathedral.  
 

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to all of the musicians 
for  sharing their many talents and gifts with us             

on this most holy of days.  
 

Finally, we thank you, the parish family of   
 St. Peter Cathedral  for your ongoing support,     

dedication and most of all, your prayers. 
 
 

May all of you have a  
Blessed and Holy Easter Season 
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