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Processional Hymn: Attende Domine (cantor/all) 
(Verses sung by cantor) 

Opening Prayer 

‘Tenebrae’ means darkness or shadows. Palm Sunday marks the 

beginning of Holy Week as we enter more deeply into the Passion 

and Death of our Lord Jesus Christ. This evening’s Tenebrae we 

continue this journey into darkness to a place of deep shadows. 

This evening we walk with Jesus during his final days, his last 

hours. We witness the cruelties and the suffering he endured. We 

listen to the words of condemnation and ridicule. In all this he is 

innocent. He is the faithful servant of God, doing his Father’s 

work; bringing the gospel of love, peace and hope.  

 

This evening we are invited to walk solemnly and attentively with 

Jesus. Better to know, better to understand, better to be by his 

side, as his disciple, his witness. Be still and know that God is here. 
 

 all respond: Amen 

+     +     + 



Congregational Hymn: Go To Dark Gethsemane (sung by all) 

Please be seated 



Reading I:  Matthew 26: 17-30 

Ave Verum  Mozart 

Hail, true Body, born of the Virgin Mary: 
Truly suffered,  was sacrificed on the cross for humanity: 

Whose side was pierced, from where water and blood flowed: 
Be for us a foretaste (of heaven) in our final judgement. 

The Shadow of Betrayal  

Reading II:  Matthew 26: 31-35 

The Lord is My Shepherd John Rutter (b. 1945) 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: 
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine. 

The Shadow of Denial 

Reading III:  John 17: 1-6 

“O Death, Where is Thy Sting?” & “Thanks Be To God”  Händel  

O death, where is thy sting? O grave where is thy victory? 
The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 

But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I Corinthians 15: 55-57 

The Shadow of Aloneness 

Valerie Vollmer, contralto & Royce Strider, tenor 



Reading IV: John 17: 15-23 

“Benedictus” from Requiem  Mozart 

Blessed is He comes in the name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the Highest! 

The Shadow of Accusation 

Reading V: Matthew 26: 36-45 

Have Mercy on Me, God (Psalm 51) Richard Robert Rossi (b. 1962) 

ANTIPHON:  Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offense. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin.  
 

1 My offenses truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned; 
what is evil in your sight I have done. 
 

2 A pure heart create for me, O God, 
put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your Holy Spirit.  

 

3 Indeed you love truth in the heart; 
then in the secret of my heart teach me wisdom. 
O purify me, then I shall be clean; 
O wash me, I shall be whiter than snow.  

The Shadow of Suffering 

Esther DeMary, contralto & Valerie Vollmer, contralto 

Esther DeMary, contralto, Valerie Vollmer, contralto,                                                        
Royce Strider, tenor & Andrew Mahon, bass baritone 



Reading VI: John 18: 3-5 & Mark 15: 16-21 

The Shadow of the Crucifixion  

Congregational Hymn: O Sacred Head Surrounded (sung by all) 



Reading VII: Luke 23: 33-38 

Adoramus Te, Christe Palestrina 

The Shadow of Death 

Reading VIII: Luke 23: 44-46 

Adoramus te, Christe, 

et benedicimus tibi, 

quia per sanctam crucem tuam 

redemisti mundum. 

Qui passus es pro nobis, 

Domine, miserere nobis. 

We adore thee, O Christ, 

and we bless thee, 

because by thy holy cross 

thou hast redeemed the world. 

O Lord, who suffered for us, 

have mercy on us. 

Congregational Hymn: Jesus, Remember Me (sung by all) 



Lord’s Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Almighty and ever-living God, grant us so to celebrate the 

mysteries of the Lord’s Passion, that we may humbly be 

pardoned for our sins. Your only Son who suffered, died 

and rose again in glory for our sakes. In your goodness raise 

up your faithful people, buried with him in baptism, to be 

one with him in the eternal life of heaven, where he lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and 

ever.         

     all respond: Amen 

All Depart in Silence 

Presider: Let us go in Peace.        all respond: Thanks be to God. 
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The celebration of Holy Week evokes a rich symbolism and spiritual meaning to the faith we 

as Catholics profess. One such service is called Tenebrae, which can be traced back centuries 

in monasteries throughout Europe when the monks gathered to the Divine Office, also known 

as the Liturgy of the Hours, during Holy Week. 

The word itself means “shadows or darkness” in reference to the final hours of our Lord’s 

passion, death and resurrection. The order of service for Tenebrae takes its shape from the 

celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours, the official prayer of the Catholic Church which is 

offered at specific times throughout a given day. In its traditional form dating as far back as the 

ninth century and earlier in some regions of Western Europe, Tenebrae was celebrated in the 

early morning hours on Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday. Historical and 

liturgical sources indicate that the service of Tenebrae commenced at midnight and was 

comprised of three separate segments called “nocturns”, each having a collection of specific 

psalm texts, antiphons and readings, followed by the praying of “lauds” (the morning prayer of 

the Church).  

Rich in symbolism, the service of Tenebrae incorporates the use of light and darkness to evoke 

the spiritual reality recalled within the prayer. For instance, as the service was celebrated on 

the morning of Good Friday in its earliest days, the candles used for lighting were successively 

extinguished so that by the end only one candle was left burning. While the church found itself 

in darkness, the lone candle, the light of the one who would sacrifice himself for the life of the 

world, would remain and be seen as the light in darkness. Hope was restored for God’s faithful 

ones.  

While the Office of Tenebrae has been replaced by the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours 

today, some parish and cathedral communities offer an adaptation of the service usually 

during Holy Week as an introduction to the mystery of faith recalled during the Sacred 

Triduum.  This Palm Sunday evening at St. Peter Cathedral, we will walk the path of Christ 

with Gospel readings and music that represent the seven shadows in life of Christ: the Shadow 

of Betrayal, the Shadow of Denial, the Shadow of Aloneness, the Shadow of Accusation, the 

Shadow of Suffering, the Shadow of Crucifixion and finally, the Shadow of Death. 

Historical Background of Tenebrae 


